
Heavy fog, a chill wind, and
the threat of July showers

couldn't deter the 30 moviegoers
who showed up last Thursday to
Orinda Community Park to watch
“The Boxtrolls.” The film was
part of Orinda's ongoing Movies
in the Park series, which accord-
ing to Michelle Lacy, director of
Orinda’s Parks and Recreation
Department, usually attracts

around 100 people in normal cir-
cumstances. But nothing about
this summer's weather has been
“normal.” Several people said
their friends stayed in on account
of the weather. 

     
The sunshine made a brief

cameo around 8 p.m. while chil-
dren were off playing on the jun-
gle gym, leaving their parents to
stake out front row seats, for

which there ended up being no
competition. “The Boxtrolls”
started at sundown, around 8:30
p.m., and any remaining light was
blotted out by the descending fog.
Midway through the film a heavy
sprinkling began, but the hearty
audience held steadfast. Rain-
coats went on and umbrellas went
up. 

     
Despite the damp and cold it

was still “definitely worth it,” ac-
cording to Grace Bell who was
there to celebrate her 9th birthday
with friends. The kids seemed to
love the film's title characters:
adorably ugly little critters, more
into mischief and tinkering than
doing harm, and only capable of
speaking through squeaks and
chitters. Sure, they're derivative of
the Minions, but some, like 9-
year-old Natalie Aiken who came
to watch “The Boxtrolls” a second
time, feels that the boxtrolls reign
supreme. “They're funnier and, I
don’t wanna give away the end,
but they save people,” said Na-
talie, who was quickly repri-
manded by her friends for leaking
spoilers. The adult audience was
more entertained by the film’s por-
trayal of social status, humorously
lampooned through the villainous
character of Archibald Snatcher
and his lust for that greatest of sta-
tus symbols, cheese, which pur-
portedly “brings men of respect
and power together in brother-
hood.”

     
Movies in the Park was started

by Lacy and the Parks and Rec
Department in 2014. It is the direct
descendent of Danville’s Moon-

light Movies, which was also
started by Lacy during her tenure
as Danville's recreation manager.
Unlike Danville, however, the
public can vote on the summer
line-up for the Orinda Movies in
the Park using the online survey
website SurveyMonkey. In this
democratic spirit 12-year-old Kate
Gross proclaimed she'd "like to
see old Disney movies ... like ‘The
Little Mermaid,’” while her par-
ents, Beth and Justin Gross, sug-
gested “Casablanca” or the “Star
Wars” trilogy. This raises impor-
tant questions for Lamorinda film
fans, like: Can films with more
mature MPAA ratings be shown in
the park? and When did 1989's
“The Little Mermaid” become
old?

     
The Movies in the Park series

continues every other Thursday
with “Big Hero 6” July 23,
“Maleficent” Aug. 6, and the
grand finale on Aug. 20: The
“Frozen” sing-a-long. Last year’s
sing-a-long attracted over 300 par-
ents, children, and would-be Lam-
orinda Idols. That number could
be even larger this year, granted,
of course, there are no August
showers.
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Luxury Property Specialists

Two Masters in Real Estate Providing World Class Service
Lamorinda Market Update        1/1/15 to 6/30/15

Lafayette Moraga Orinda
# Homes Sold 180 96 136
Average Sales Price $1,562,228 $1,073,626 $1,489,295 
Average Price per Sq.Ft. $582 $487 $559 
Average Days on Market 26 19 23
Increase In Average Price (From Same Period Last Year) 17% 6% 12%

This year is proving once
again to be all about the
sellers. Homeowners that
have prepared their home
with the help of an expert
and priced it within the
market range often are
receiving multiple offers. 

Chilly Weather Doesn’t Dampen Enthusiasm for Movies in the Park
By Daniel Smith

Front row seats were quickly snapped up at Orinda’s Movies in the Park July 9. From left: Grace Bell, Avery Ghali,
Cami Lovell, Ellie Rodriguez and Natalie Aiken Photo Ohlen Alexander
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The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

LAFAYETTE $1,349,000
3/2. Exceptional 1.22 acre lot to build or
create your own unique estate. Let your
imagination wander.
Ana Zimmank    CalBRE#00469962

ORINDA $3,695,000
5/4.5. High Tech Lux. Tuscan Villa. 4757
sq. ft w/ 400 sf. Guest/Pool house on
nearly gated acre in Sleepy Hollow.
David Pierce   CalBRE# 00964185

ORINDA $2,085,000
4/3+ Office. Ultimate Contemporary.
4185 sf, 1.43AC lot with panoramic
views.
David Pierce   CalBRE# 00964185

LAFAYETTE $1,249,000
3/2. Prestine sought after traditional
Upper Valley home. Perfect move in
condition.
Lynn Molloy     CalBRE#01910108

MORAGA $1,565,000
5/2.5. 2765 square feet on .36 acre flat
lot, completely updated with park-like
yard, cul-de-sac
Kirsten Buckley     CalBRE# 01922658

MORAGA $2,500,000
4/3.5. Exquisite estate in a very private
setting! Gorgeous grounds w/large spa.
4542 sq. feet.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $785,000
3/2.5. Lovely updated Moraga Country
Club townhome conveniently located
close to downtown.
Laura Abrams     CalBRE# 01272382

MORAGA $2,099,000
5/4.5. Grand Mediterranean in coveted
private court w/enormous great room.
Close to park & schools.
Soraya Golesorkhi     CalBRE# 01771736

ORINDA $1,395,000
3/2.5. Absolute Luxury close to
Downtown. Spectacular 3972 sqft
picturesque home is its serene location.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

ORINDA $875,000
3/2. CHARMING cottage on an amazing
.40 acre secluded lot. Walk to park pool,
town.
Shellie Kirby   CalBRE# 01251227

ORINDA $1,498,000
5/3.5. Magnificent Riviera style home
with pool.

Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

MORAGA $1,695,000
5/3.5. 3912 sqft, generous rooms, .34
acre lot, great yard w/pool & spa, built
in BBQ.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,995,000
4/3.5. Elegant Orinda Country Club
home. Frml living & dining, updated
kitchen. Yrd w/pool and spa.
Emily Estrada  CalBRE# 01942438

ORINDA $3,295,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

PLEASANT HILL $729,000
3/2. A Happily-Ever-After SUPER SHARP
Contemporary home built in 1980 &
sited on a cul-de-sac.
Patti Camras  CalBRE# 01156248

LAFAYETTE $1,890,000
4/3. Happy Valley Traditional single lvl
updated home with sparkling pool &
flat yrd.
Maureen Wilbur    CalBRE#0128536

For over 100 years, 
Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage has helped 
people find homes. Now the 
brand’s mission extends to 
man’s best friend.
Coldwell Banker has teamed 
up with Adopt-a-Pet.com, 
North America’s largest non-
profit pet adoption website, 
to help 20,000 adoptable 
dogs find a loving home. 

HOME’S 
BEST FRIEND

To learn more about the Homes for Dogs Project, contact Coldwell Banker today. 
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